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As 2019 gets underway, we are excited to look back on a 

successful year at TfV. Some key highlights include:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in the midst of our recruitment for the next year, and look 

forward to another wonderful year of providing English teachers 

to Vietnam!

 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth, Kristen, & John

Program Updates and 

Noteworthy Tidbits

Milestones, Progress, and Dates 1 - Stay connected! Join the alumni 

network on Facebook! 

           

            facebook.com/groups/TfValumni

 

2 - Current teachers:

 

- Sachi Watase, Tra Vinh University

- Blansfloer Coudenys, Can Tho 

University

- Mia Kataisto, An Giang University

I M P O R T A N T  N E W S ,  U P D A T E S ,  

A N D  I D E A S

TfV

We continue to foster strong ties at Can Tho University, Tra 

Vinh University, and An Giang University. In 2018, 

we had teachers at all three Mekong Delta-based universities and 

look forward to continuing our longstanding presence at these 

institutions in the coming year.

We launched a new website and have updated our application 

process, which is now entirely electronic.

We granted our first-ever language scholarship to Sachi Watase 

at Tra Vinh University. Because we have seen how impactful this 

grant has been for Sachi, we hope to similarly facilitate new 

language-learning opportunities for our teachers in the future.

We have added a new board member -- former TfV teacher in 

Can Tho, Taylor Caldwell!
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Teachers For Vietnam

Building bridges through education.
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Maybe it was the night of the first class I ever taught in Can Tho. I had 

arrived only a few days prior and was still adjusting to the heat, the 

downpours, and navigating through endless mazes of bikes and 

motorbikes.  I jumped right in and taught an English class to a small group 

of 8 adults on a Tuesday night. As I walked out of class, ready to bike home, 

hoping all had gone well, the group of students ran after me--"Ms. Erica!" 

they cried, "please come have coffee with us!" I was so touched by the 

warmth and openness of these students who had only met me two hours 

ago.  This group of young adults grew to be my close friends during my year 

in Vietnam; there were many more nights after Tuesday class that we spent 

sipping cafe da or sinh to while crowded around an intimate, small plastic 

table. I even had the pleasure of attending the wedding of one of these 

students in the spring.

 

Or maybe it was the day when my sister was visiting and one of my 

students from the university invited us to her grandmother's house to enjoy 

a home cooked feast.  We spent the afternoon touring her family's orchard, 

learning how to cook Vietnamese dishes, and enjoying a delicious feast of 

Southern Vietnamese cuisine. 

 

It could be the welcoming smiles and friendly greeting I would get from the 

man who ran the local pool where my roommate Bri and I spent many 

Saturday afternoons. Or the invitations to so many special events at the 

university from brand new colleagues who welcomed us with open arms as 

part of the faculty.

Featured Alumni

 

A check in with Erica Rome, CTU 2010-2011

Where are they now?

:  TeachersForVietnam :  teachers_for_vietnam

https://www.teachersforvietnam.org/

Vietnam Appeals as Possible Host for Trump-Kim 

Summit -- NY Times

Tran Dai Quang death: Vietnam's president dies after 

'serious illness', aged 61 -- NY Times

Vietnam in the News

How to stay connected with your experience

I could never pick just one moment to define the impact of the 

unique and special experience I had living in Can Tho for a 

year. It was a year of hundreds of special moments woven 

together by the warmth, openness and kindness of all of the 

students, colleagues, neighbors and locals with whom we 

shared meaningful daily experiences.

 

I have been working in schools in New York City teaching 

English ever since I returned from Vietnam. I love being an 

educator, and I have loved every school community and cohort 

of students from the past decade. But my very first group of 

students, my students from Can Tho, Vietnam, will forever 

hold an irreplaceable place in my heart and mind.

 

 

               The Tale of Kiêu

 

 

               The Vietnam War: A film by Ken Burns &

               Lynn Novick
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Recommendations:

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/tran-dai-quang-dead-vietnam-president-illness-dies-a8548151.html

